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There is a 
difference between 
distance/remote 
instruction and 
home schooling!



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Extended 
School Year 
may be 
necessary for 
the provision 
of FAPE. 
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Educating Georgia's Future by graduating students who are ready to learn, ready to live, and ready to lead.
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•

•

dhere to health and safety guidelines 

to proceed with the evaluation.
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• Using any of the previous scenarios, a district 

can proceed with completing evaluation 

assessments and observations that do not 

require face-to-face evaluations.  
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Individual School Closure based 
on COVID-19

• The timeline would pause for the individual 

school since the school is closed for five or 

more consecutive days based on COVID-19.

• While there may not be a required statewide 

school closure, the school is not providing 

educational services to any students, and the 

teachers are not working. 

• This pause would be similar to a timeline 

pause during spring break or fall break.
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Timelines
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Timeline Deadline of September 30

• The timeline deadline was extended to allow 

districts extra time to complete evaluations for 

the FY20 school year. 

• While districts should revise their general 

supervision plans to accommodate the 

backlog, it is possible that all evaluations will 

not be completed by the submission date.

• GaDOE will work to support districts with a 

monitoring plan for this area. 
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FAPE

• IEP Teams must document the offering of 

FAPE in the IEP. 

• It is possible that IEP Teams may use distance 

learning plans to document the offering of 

FAPE using distance/remote instruction. 

• If used, the distance learning plan is developed 

using the IEP process and included as a part of 

the IEP.
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•

• The IEP is the offering of FAPE. 

• The parent is not refusing special education 

services or FAPE but opting to using choice of 

distance/remote instruction like other families 

of children without disabilities. 

• The IEP Team will need to review the special 

education services and related services 

necessary using distance/remote instruction.
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IEP Amendment or Distance 
Learning Plan 

• The IEP Team may opt to change or amend the 

IEP, as needed, to document the provision of 

special education services and related services 

provided using distance/remote instruction. 

• IEP changes or amendments must follow the 

appropriate process.

• It may be helpful to add additional information 

regarding distance/remote instruction and 

continue to include services in the traditional 

school building. 
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IEP Amendment or Distance 
Learning Plan 

• Districts may have very fluid plans for 

instruction based on local community spread.

• An IEP Team may opt to use a distance 

learning plan to document the offering of FAPE 

provided using an alternative instructional 

model.

• If a district opts to use a district learning plan, 

then the GaDOE template is optional. 
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IEP Meeting 

• Any changes or amendments to the IEP 

process must follow the amendment 

procedures. 

• The parent and district may agree on any 

amendment changes without a team meeting.

• It is possible that a case manager may review 

the IEP and determine that no changes are 

necessary. This review does not require an IEP 

Team meeting. It is helpful to advise families 

that the IEP will be implemented as written.
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Medically Fragile Students 

• The decision should be individualized and 

based on the criteria outlined in board rule. 

• It is important to note that eligibility should be 

based on the student’s current circumstance.  
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Bound
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Hospital/Homebound 

• The IEP Team should review the student’s 

eligibility per the hospital/homebound criteria. 
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Plans
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Restart Plan

• Yes, a district may opt to prioritize small groups 

of students for the reintegration plan back into 

the traditional school building. An example of a 

targeted group might be the reintegration of 

young children back into the school building 

before older students. 
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Distancing 
Guidance



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Social Distancing Guidance

• Local leaders should discuss programming 

needs with local restart planning teams to 

make the most appropriate decision. 
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Compensatory Services 

• No, the guidance is based on USED’s memo 

and addresses instances by which the district 

delayed the service or did not provide the 

service. 
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Parentally Placed Private School 
Students 

• Parentally placed private school students do 

not have an individual right to FAPE. 

• It is always helpful to message restart plans 

with all families and private schools. 
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